
Argument from Ignorance 

ad ignorantiam 

(also known as: appeal to ignorance) 

Description: The assumption of a conclusion or fact based primarily on lack of evidence to the contrary.  Usually 
best described by, “absence of evidence is not evidence of absence.” 

Logical Forms: 

X is true because you cannot prove that X is false. 

X is false because you cannot prove that X is true. 

Example #1: 

Although we have proven that the moon is not made of spare ribs, we have not proven that its core cannot be filled 
with them; therefore, the moon’s core is filled with spare ribs. 

Explanation: There is an infinity of things we cannot prove -- the moon being filled with spare ribs is one of 
them.  Now you might expect that any “reasonable” person would know that the moon can’t be filled with spare 
ribs, but you would be expecting too much.  People make wild claims, and get away with them, simply on the fact 
that the converse cannot otherwise be proven. 

Example #2: 

To this very day (at the time of this writing), science has been unable to create life from non-life; therefore, life 
must be a result of divine intervention. 

Explanation: Ignoring the false dilemma, the fact that we have not found a way to create life from non-life is not 
evidence that there is no way to create life from non-life, nor is it evidence that we will some day be able to; it is 
just evidence that we do not know how to do it.  Confusing ignorance with impossibility (or possibility) is fallacious. 

Exception: The assumption of a conclusion or fact deduced from evidence of absence, is not considered a fallacy, 
but valid reasoning.  

Jimbo: Dude, did you spit your gum out in my drink? 

Dick: No comment. 

Jimbo: (after carefully pouring his drink down the sink looking for gum but finding none...)  Jerkwad. 

Tip: Look at all your existing major beliefs and see if they are based more on the lack of evidence than 
evidence.  You might be surprised as to how many actually are. 
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