NAME PERIOD / CLASS DATE

D19 HW: Option A: Editorial Letter Articles of Confederation

(50 pts, Draft Due: D1, Final Due: D2 / End of Ch. 7)

One powerful way to express feelings, emotions, and good way to get a snapshot of
society is through an Editorial Letter. For this assignment, as you reflect what you’ve
learned about the Articles of Confederation, I’d like you to create an Editorial Letter to a
local newspaper. In the letter, you should compare [ contrast that first National
Government / Constitution with our current ones. Is one better than the other? Why do
you think so? What issues could be solved by a different one, or what issues might arise?

DUE: Draft: D1; Final D2. Things to consider as you write your letter:

« Clarify who you are (make sure that anyone reading the letter would be able to
identify you as the author; e.g.: name, occupation, age, etc.)

« Share your position, and make it easy to tell what that is, with a short thesis
statement: (example: “I believe the Articles of Confederation were good / bad,
because of Point A, Point B, and finally Point C”’)

« Continue to explain what your thoughts are on the topic. Demonstrate why you
believe your main points (A, B, and C) are correct. Explain why.

« Compare / contrast one with the other (just what you already know, though a bit of
research may not hurt), & point out the benefits / flaws of one versus the other.

« Perhaps you, or others you may know, have suffered / benefited as a result of this
issue...if so, explain why!

« Offer up some solutions, and / or changes you might suggest. Explain why you feel
the way you do.

« You may wish to review this Editorial Letter Guide Link: https://goo.gl/Wvmdmij. it
provides some great insight into how to write a basic Editorial / Opinion Letter.

For Additional Information, review the Articles of Confederation vs. the Constitution Handout


https://goo.gl/Wvmdmj
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Editorial Letter Rubric:
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Comments:

Tips to Make this Assignment Awesome! (50 pts available):

Make it an authentic letter; use a salutation and ending, and answer all the asked questions.
Use fresh, original ideas; also, ideas should be backed up by accurate examples, illustrations and a variety of support.

Total Score:

¢ Make sure your message to the reader is clear, strong, persuasive, and easily understood. You are trying to convince others of your
opinion, after all.

e Demonstrate a strong grasp of conventions by using proper punctuation, capitalization, grammar, usage and paragraphing in a way that
enhances the message of the paper.

e Make sure your product is neat, well-organized and easy to follow.

e Take the assignment and complete it in a way that is your own, yet is also a convincing imitation of similar products from the era.



